EUROPEAN 



PATENT OFFICE 



Patent Abstracts of Japan 



PUBLICATION NUMBER 
PUBLICATION DATE : 

APPLICATION DATE 
APPLICATION NUMBER : 

APPLICANT: TOKAI RIKA CO LTD; 



2000340060 
08-12-00 

26-05-99 
11146840 



INVENTOR : TAKAHASHI HIROAKI; 



INT.CL. 



TITLE 



H01H 13/02 H01H 9/16 // H05B 33/26 

SWITCH WITH ILLUMINATION, AND 
ELECTROLUMINESCENT ELEMENT 




ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a switch with illumination capable of emitting light 

from its Display surface with multiple colors and of being formed in small thickness. 

SOLUTION: This switch 1 1 with illumination is provided with a knob 12. The upper surface 
of the knob 12 is formed as a display surface 12a, and a light diffusion plate 13 and EL 
sheets 1 4, 1 5 comprising two sheet-like electroluminescent elements are installed in the 
knob 12. The light diffusion plate 13 and the respective EL sheets 14, 15 are installed in 
the knob 12 in a form laminated by being spaced at predetermined distances. That is, they 
are installed in such an order as the light diffusion plate 13, the EL sheet 14 and the EL 
sheet 15 from the side adjacent to the display surface 12a. Illuminant paints each having a 
different luminescent color are respectively applied to the respective EL sheets 14, 1 5. In 
the EL sheet 14, plural through holes 14a as light passing parts are transparently formed 
at every predetermined interval throughout the entire sheet 14. 
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